Massachusetts Sportsmen’s Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 462
Rockland, MA 02370-0462

Meeting for oct 5, 2025 at 9:04 am held via ZOOM, 
by President Peter Bernard 

Minutes are posted on the MSC website.

President’s Comments: There was another change in Fisheries and Wildlife, Director Mark Tisa is retiring in January 2026.
NWTF Jake’s event (Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics and Sportsmanship) Youth Outdoor Skills Day, will be at the Wrentham Sportsmen’s Club, 7 Madison St. Plainville, MA  02762 on Sunday, October 12th, from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm.   This is a free event for ages 10-17.  Activities such as Archery, Fishing, Ax and Knife Throwing, Compass Skills, Taxidermy, BB Gun Shoot and many more for youth to participate in.  For more information, contact Tim Connors (508) 272-1091.
Google and Facebook admitted to House Judiciary that the Biden Administration pressured them to remove content that did not violate terms of usage.  There was an executive order to end debanking (banking discrimination)
The Commonwealth’s new registration system will be coming online later this month. October 2025 website updates were made. 
Peter’s laptop crashed, meeting continued with Vice President Duane Pray.

Communication: - John announced on Oct 9th there is 6:30 pm webinar Nature in MA for a group that wants to use part of the sportsmen’s sales tax money for environmental issues and conservation projects.
New registration process for licenses will be online later in October 2025.
Corrections made to Duane and Laurie’s last name from Prey to Pray.
Nantucket Hunting Assoc may want to rejoin Barnstable Co League.
session 
Legislation: Bills are the same as last session.  Chapter 135  act of 2024 efforts to educate non sporting people continue.
There will be a ballot question for eliminating stipends the legislators get in addition to their regular pay.

Hunter Ed/ Fisheries & Wildlife: There will be a hunter ed course in Nantucket. The first in 5 years.


Ware River Watershed Advisory: November 20th is the next meeting at the Rutland Library. 7:00PM.
Remove Mike Moss as alternate delegate and appoint Duane Pray


Quabbin Watershed Advisory: Not Available. Bob Sagan was not able to attend the meeting. Bill Pula will be contacted for an update on the Quabbin.

Marine Fisheries: The Striped Bass Hearing was held.   Commercial Winter Scup limit was announced 15,000 lb limit

Forest and Parks: Stewardship meeting  in Freetown on October 15th 


Shows 2026: contracts will be signed.
NE Fishing Expo, Marlboro- 1/30, 1/31, 2/1
Standish, East Bridgewater-TBD
Big E, West Springfield-2/20, 2/21, 2/22


New Business: Donations for the 2026 Raffle are being accepted.
What can the MSC (mass sportsmen’s council) do to raise funds to repeal Chapter 135. A discussion was started.
A Motion was passed to ask the F &W Board to make the Youth Turkey Hunt to be Friday and Saturday.

Old Business: Don Graves asked to speak to F & W Board. He was given permission to speak.

Deer/Bear Damage Report: Franklin County has damaged corn. Don will get to speak to the F&W Board about this. 
155 bear were harvested in the September season.

Good of the Order: The MCA (mass conservation alliance) has Three  Firearm “Fall Fun time” Raffle tickets for sale.
$5 each or 5 for $20.  Drawing will be November 26, 2025

Adjournment: 10:47 AM

Next Meeting:  November 5th 9:00 AM Via ZOOM (DON’ FORGET THE TIME CHANGE FALL BACK 1 HOUR)

Submitted by Laurie Pray MSC Secretary lauriepray@hotmail.com 413-219-6600
