Massachusetts Sportsmen’s Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 462
Rockland, MA 02370-0462

Meeting for Nov 02, 2025, at 9:00 am held via ZOOM, 
by President Peter Bernard 

Minutes will be posted on the MSC website.

President’s Comments: The MSC meeting for November 02, 2025, was called to order by President Peter Bernard at 9:34 AM.  Internet issues forced him out to his truck to use his hotspot internet on his phone. 
There were 5 Clubs present for the meeting. Barnstable-1, Hampden-2, Bristol-1, Turkey Federation-1, Franklin-1
The Beach Buggy Association held their Banquet at Merrill’s on the waterfront in New Bedford. Peter Bernard and Mike Veloza attended and said it was a very well-attended banquet with approximately 55 in attendance.
Prizes raffled off were donated by individual clubs.  The Beach Buggy association expressed an interest in attending the MSC Sportsmen’s banquet if we decide to have one for 2026.
Previous months minutes were approved.
Communications: Hearings were held Friday 11/1/25 decent turnout. 
Interesting article in the Herald about the Beach Buggy Association.

Kyle Culotta was released from jail. Court hearing in December. Bail took 4 months. He was detained for 4 months and deemed a dangerous person by the courts for having a legally purchased gun from Arizona.  He did not have a MA FID card and was charged for bringing a firearm through MA.
We need to Keep fighting for changes to chapter 135. We Need clubs, people and organizations to get out and help raise funds to help fight the cause before chapter 135 is enforced. 
Bristol will be having a raffle for guns and will match sales for donations to fight chapter 135.
A club in Plymouth raised $5.500 for the fight and $5,000 was matched.
Educate people about Chapter 135 and get info out to people.
Striper season is inevitable. sounds like a reduced season for commercial stripers.
Taxes were filed. John notified Peter.
Possibly raise the reward money for poachers that MSC has in a fund and also promote it. MSC offers rewards for illegal actions when environmental police find wrong doings. Not just hunting infractions.
Received a letter from Sasha saying she believes adding Friday to the youth turkey hunt is good possibility. She will take the necessary steps to talk with the turkey biologist about it.  She is not able to bring it up at the November Fish and Wildlife meeting as there are other pressing issues and an executive session to get through.


Legislation Chapter 135 public hearings will be happening.   If you can’t attend, write communications/letters to your representatives so they can hear your votes.

MCA is on the watchlist to support certain bills to help speed along approval on bills

Hunter Ed/ Fisheries & Wildlife: 
Need to get more teachers for hunter ed. Put it out to clubs can be compass class/ archery/ hunter/waterfowl etc.
There was a hunter ed class in New Bedford last week. Classes will start back up in January 2026.
Courses are gearing up for next year. A Muzzle load class will be offered Monday through Friday.
Classes asked to be held at Somerset and New Bedford for spring and summer.
Peter is reaching out to Seekonk to have a hunter ed class there and looking to hold a class at another location in Bristol County.
Mark offered his assistance if needed for courses held in the New Bedford area.
It was found that 2/3 of the people that take the Hunter Ed Courses will buy a hunting license.
There is no new hire yet to replace Sue Langley. Tim Bradbury is filling in for now but is not interested in taking over.

Ware River Watershed Advisory:   
Next meeting is Thursday November 20th at 7:00pm at the Rutland Library.
Laurie will see about getting the minutes posted to the MSC website.
Peter will make contacts with the advisory committee to have Duane Pray replace Mike Moss as the alternate delegate since he is not able to attend meetings.

Quabbin Watershed Advisory: 
Next meeting is not available currently
Bob Sagan could not attend the last meeting
Peter will reach out to Bill Pula for Quabbin information
Duane will contact Bob Sagan to see if he has any information


Marine Fisheries: 
Stan was not in attendance. Mike Veloza was able to offer a bit of information. Status quo this year for commercial and recreational national seashore marine fishing but changes are coming. 
There will be limiting of permits. If you have a commercial license- all set- no new licenses are being issued.
Forest And Parks:
Forest and park management program from DCR later in the month.
DCR wants to remove some white pine from the vineyard and diversify the forest with wholesale cutting and chipping.
The bike path being installed is on hold for now. It connects Yarmouth to Hyannis. 150 feet on either side will be lost to hunting.
There was a discussion about E bikes and riding them in management areas.
Need to get more details on the E bike restrictions for management areas
 A motion was made to send a letter to the EPO’S asking to define the rules for sportsmen using E bike in management areas. Don 1st and Mark 2nd.

Shows:
NE Fishing Expo: Marlboro-1/30, 1/31, 2/1
Standish: East Bridgewater-TBD
Big E: West Spromgfield-2/20, 2/21, 2/22
Contracts have been sent to Springfield and Marlboro
Standish still to be determined
New Business: 
We need ideas for fundraising for Chapter 135. Perhaps a raffle or a straight cash donation. Another idea, Bumper stickers. 
Fish And Wildlife appointed a new person. Her name is Kayla Hastie. She has more than 28 years of fish and wildlife conservation experience.  Kayla holds a bachelor’s degree in biology and a master’s degree in environmental science.
Kayla and her husband Keith  reside in Shutesbury and are avid hikers and wildlife watchers.

Old Business: Nothing to report

Unfinished business: will Try to keep business up to date each month

Deer/Bear Damage Report: 
Don had submitted a letter to Sasha to ask that at the F & W board add a Friday to the youth turkey hunt. Sasha replied that she will not be able to address the request at their November meeting but would be in touch with the turkey biologist.  



Raffle-June 2026
Peter will donate a gun 
Franklin County will donate a $150 gift card from Bass Pro Shops
Barnstable: John sent a request Henry for a Golden Boy and a Homesteader 9mm
Need at least 10 prizes for tickets 
Council to donate a few prizes
Finalize at December meeting for getting tickets at end of December printed

Good of the Order:
Mike Veloza reported that there was a successful Becoming a Woman on Target program held for the 1st time through Goal on October 25th. 
Also reported that the controlled deer hunt on the cape dates has been changed. Listed on the FW website
Peters club has 50 American Chestnut trees on the property now and they are also getting Pawpaw trees as well
They are a southern tree that produces sweet mango like fruit. If your club is interested in getting chestnut trees or pawpaw trees, contact Peter.
Adjournment: 11:41 

Next Meeting:  December 7th Via ZOOM 9:00 AM 

Submitted by Laurie Pray MSC Secretary lauriepray@hotmail.com 413-219-6600



