Massachusetts Sportsmen’s Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 462
Rockland, MA 02370-0462

Meeting for March 01, 2026, at 9:00 am held via ZOOM, 
by President Peter Bernard 

Minutes are posted on the MSC website.

1.Roll Call – 6 organizations present- 7 delegates present

2.Guest: none

3.President’s Comment
Thanks were acknowledged to those who worked the booths at the Marlboro and Springfield shows.
It was a busy week for all, especially those near and on the cape with all the storm complications.
John Kelstrand had 28” of snow, Peter Bernard had 30”, Mike Veloza had 30”, and Mark Galkowski had 24”.
Western MA missed out on the “Big” amounts Boston and Cape areas hit the jackpot for snow totals.

4.Acceptance of previous minutes: minutes approved with these corrections: April 19th, Cranberry Longbeards will hold their banquet at Upland Sportsman’s Club.  Monument Beach Club Game Dinner is March 21st.

5. Reading of Treasurers Report
Treasurers Report accepted at read
Dues from franklin county were received.
$405 raffle sales from Springfield show
$618 in pin sales
Several donations received
6.Communications:
Our website host company contacted Peter.  They are expanding their organization and are trying to get national and regional organizations to sign up such as rod and gun clubs, snowmobile clubs and sportsmen’s clubs. They can host websites and provide updates and redesigns to the webpages. Costs are reasonable. Montague Webworks out of Greenfield.  
Minnesota is moving forward with plans to totally ban semi-automatic firearms. There is a very limited grandfather clause that will allow some to keep their firearms.
New Hampshire house has adopted a campus conceal carry bill. This is to allow colleges and universities to allow carry/conceal.
ATF has built a database. Over 920 million firearm sales records have been recorded.  Legislators are starting to take notice because this is against the law.
NICS background checks dipped a bit, but gun sales are still going strong.
Department of Justice under their new organization filed a brief against the MA handgun roster. The brief details why the handgun roster is unconstitutional under the 2nd amendment.
National Shooting Sports Foundation has a subgroup called Women of the Gun. March is women in history month, and the foundation is highlighting women’s achievements in sports.  
Pittman Robinson distribution for this year is going to be 804 billion and 1.3 billion of that is excise tax.
Mark reported that the Biden administration sent the Governor of MA a letter stating that he better get the Snap benefits abuse in the state under control. This was in the Herald.
7. Committee Reports: 
      a.Legislative:
MSC Continues to work with the Conservation Alliance on repealing Chapter 135.
Ernie Foster is optimistic that the proposed changes to update the MA hunting laws have a good chance of being approved.
Hopefully Chapter 135 will be repealed in November.
The Civil Rights Coalition will be launching a new website soon.
A bill that came up in discussions at the shows was the bill that states using $100 million in sales tax revenue, from the sales of recreational and sporting goods, and using it for land acquisition.
Stipend bill needs to be addressed. Legislative chairmen get stipends in addition to their salaries.
100 thousand signatures were collected in opposition to this ballot question.
When the red book comes out John can look over the bills.
Up hill battle going on to fight some of these bills and chapter 135. Keep vigilant and keep making calls to the state Reps.

      b.Hunter Ed:
The certification class at Monument Beach Club was cancelled on February 28th due to the club not being plowed out from the blizzard.  The class will be rescheduled at a later date.  Waiting to see if it is rescheduled for MO beach or elsewhere.
2 clubs are still waiting to see if they can have a muzzle load class.  Peter is still waiting to hear

           c.Ware River Watershed:
Next meeting April 8th 700 pm Rutland Library.
      
  
                  
              d.Quabbin Watershed:
No meeting was listed on website at this time.

     e.Marine Fisheries/Access: Mass Fish and Wild Life:
There is a 2nd virtual public hearing and extended comment period relevant to the commercial and recreational fishing limits.
The public hearing is scheduled for March 4th via zoom at 6:00 pm and the comment period is pushed out until March 6th
Commercial limits for summer flounder, seabass and scup.
Recreational limits for bluefish and modifying offshore and coastal lobster permit rules.
For Mass fish and wildlife
 habitat management grants were released.
Several of the grants are for invasive species.
Edgartown has a grant for pitch pine and scrub oak removal.
Nantucket’s grant will be used to restore pine barrens and thin out dense pitch pine.
Another grant went to a private landowner in Ware for removing invasive species.
          
    f. Forest and Parks:
Nothing to report at this time.
                
         8. Unfinished Business:/old business

a. Bear/Deer Damage update:
Don mentioned the extended hunts on the cape and islands and that hopefully they will be approved as well as adding a Friday to the youth deer hunt.

b. Raffle 2026:
                      Need to keep selling tickets
c. Shows 2026: 
Standish, East Bridgewater 3/21, 3/22
Mike needs help at the standish show. Mike and Charlie have commitments on Saturday March 21st.
Marlboro show, total of $938 revenue. Down $75 from last year. 
Springfield show, total of $876 revenue. Down $359 from last year.
 So far this year our income is down $1743. Hoping that the Standish Show will bring in more income.
91 pins have been sold so far at the two shows.
The Weather was a factor this year at Marlboro and Springfield shows.
Let’s hope the Standish show does well.

d. Banquet:
Playing Phone Tag with the Lafayette club
Peter is Waiting for a call back 
Waiting for pricing and dates available
Maybe a banquet for June or Fall.
No decisions made yet.
9. New business: 
Peter signed up to go to the Annual Goal Meeting which is going to be in Foxborough MA on April 26th
A motion was made by Peter asking to be reimbursed for half the price of the $60 fee.
John amended the motion to ask that Peter be reimbursed the total fee of $60.  Amended motion passed.
Peter will also be attending Worcester County Banquet on March 28th
Attending both functions will be a way to keep the State Council informed and active and to let the   organizations know that the MA State Council is still around.   
Mark said he was going to attend the Berkshire County  Banquet. 

10.   Good of the Order:
            Nothing reported

        

11.  Adjournment: 
Meeting adjourned at 10:42 AM
     
 
12. Next Meeting:
April 12th 9:00 AM- via zoom
   

