Massachusetts Sportsmen’s Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 462
Rockland, MA 02370-0462

Meeting for January 04, 2026, at 9:00 am held via ZOOM, 
by President Peter Bernard 

Minutes are posted on the MSC website.

1.Roll Call – 6 organizations present

2.Guest: None

3.President’s Comments
A letter to the Secretary of State was sent for the change of Principal Office for the Council.
 Change Milbury to Rockland. John will issue a check for $10.
Peter’s club bought a steel target online with the club credit card and the club started getting charges from places they did not order merchandise from. The company that the steel trap was ordered from had a data breach. Be very careful with online purchases using credit/bank cards.
The 2026 Shot Show (shooting, Hunting, and Outdoor Trade )  will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada January 20th-23rd
Watch for discounts advertised on purchasing firearms. Recently Peter purchased a gun from Bass Pro that offered a discount but, in the end, he only saved $5. The discount was taken after the sales tax was added to the price of the firearm.
4.Acceptance of previous minutes: 
Previous minutes of the December 7th, 2025, meeting were accepted with the following changes:
Under the treasurer’s report, change, bills sent- to dues notices were sent out to the organizations.
Under communications add to the Department of Justice is opening an office to address questions pertaining to 2nd amendment questions. The new office focuses on ensuring law abiding citizens can responsibly own firearms.
Under legislation change, a bill to eliminate stipends for chairpersons on the Board, to the bill proposed would eliminate stipends for persons in the legislative offices.
Under Hunter Ed: add to winter deer hunt will be on Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket until February 14th.
Under Marine Fisheries change wording to there could be a season for striped bass in July and August.
Add to #8. Unfinished business to read as Unfinished Business/Old Business.
It was noted that New Business was out of order with Good and Order. New Business should be before Good and Order.
5. Reading of Treasurers Report
John Kellstrand read the treasurer’s report, and it was accepted as read.
6.Communications: 
The Indiana Court of Appeals ruling against the city of Gary in a lawsuit against Smith and Wesson was discussed.
There was a 14% drop in violent crime and a 39% drop in murders through October 2025.
Also discussed was Tim Walz’s executive orders on gun restrictions in Minnesota and George Soro’s $32 billion effort to fund foreign lawsuits against American gun manufacturers.
State gun laws were discussed also; Vermont has a 72-hour waiting period for firearm purchases and New York’s increased gun permit applications following anti-semitic remarks by the mayor.
Every Town for Gun Safety’s legal letter to Ruger regarding their RXM handgun and Glock’s new series 6 guns that prevent Glock switches from being used.
Jr Conservation camp will be August 3rd to the 15th 2026.  Registration begins January 1st and ends June 30th, 2026.
Fish wild board meeting, Wednesday January 21st at 2 pm.
7. Committee Reports: 
      a.Legislative:
Chapter 135, continue the fight.
A bill to repeal chapter 135 that Peter Durant filed went to study.
John reported that many of the bills will be sent to study or ways and means where they will most likely die. The governor will be filing her bill and budget soon.
  Concerns were expressed on a ballot question regarding open space funding which would potentially  benefit Audubon at the expense of state funds.
Also discussed was a state auditor’s proposal to extend open meeting laws to the governor’s office and legislature which faces an uphill battle given the current political climate.
We need to get info out at the shows about the bills and the repeal of chapeter 135.
  
      b.Hunter Ed:
In the planning stages still are upcoming hunter ed certification courses and the need for new instructors                    

           c.Ware River Watershed
Meeting January 29th Rutland Library 7:00 pm
Peter is Working on getting Duane listed as the Alternate Delegate
 Letter needs to be sent to Ware River Watershed Board and DCR 
Posted minutes are on Mass.gov Ware River Watershed Advisory Committee ( WRWAC )     
               
      
                  
              d.Quabbin Watershed:
No report at this time Bob Sagan was not able to attend their last meeting
Posted minutes are on Mass.gov Quabbin Watershed Advisory Committee ( QWAC )
Peter reached out to Bill Pula to see if their minutes could be emailed to MSC.

                  e.Marine Fisheries/Access
There were shellfish closures in Buzzards Bay and Orleans due to CSO discharge. (costal surge overflow)
As of 31st of December there was no fishing for public consumption due to the CSO.
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries addressed summer flounder regulations in December 2025 regarding the 2026 season. On December 5th DMF issued proposals to increase the commercial summer flounder period I trip limit.
DFM proposed raising the period I (Jan 1- April 22) trip limit for 2026 from 2,000 pounds to 4,000 pounds
The proposal aimed to provide larger vessels fishing offshore in federal waters during the winter with greater access to the increased quota.
                    f. Forest and Parks:
Paw Paw trees were planted in Somerset Hopefully they sprout!
There will be a presentation on Chestnut Trees at the Plymouth County League meeting
A plan to cut down 175 acres of pine trees in the Manuel F Correllus State Forest is set to proceed after a state environmental agency determined the project does not need to go through another layer of environmental review. 
DCR got approval to start its cutting plan, a requirement under a 2001 permit that allowed DCR to expand fire breaks in the forest.  The cuttings are marked for areas where white pine is choking out other plants and habitats.
The Healey-Driscoll Administration awarded over $559,000.00 in grants to plant trees in Gateway cities.
Grant monies were awarded to these recipients,  City of Everett, One Holyoke, Saint Bernard’s High School, City of Salem, and City of Springfield.


         8. Unfinished Business:/old business:

a. Bear/Deer Damage update:
Donald reported high bear activity with 25 bears killed and checked in at Gould Sugar House in November.  No bears were reported killed on farms with crop damage.  
                  

b. Raffle 2026:
Raffle tickets are available and ready to mail out to those who want them. Peter asked for addresses from John and Michael to send raffle tickets to clubs.  The tickets will be glued and not stapled, making it easier to pull them apart.
Raffle tickets will be available at the shows
                      Plans were discussed for displaying the Golden Boy Rifle and the 9mm handgun at the Marlboro show.
                     Information on the Homesteader gun model needs to be displayed as well.
                      Barnstable Co League commitment received
c. Shows 2026: 
NE Fishing Expo: Marlboro-1/30, 1/31, 2/1
Big E West Springfield- 2/20, 2/21, 2/22
Standish, East Bridgewater 3/21, 3/22
d. Banquet:
Peter mentioned he would check out some venues and was waiting for information from the Lafayette club on prices for a plated meal or buffet style.
             
9. New business: 
    Ideas to raise money for Chapter 135 repeal were discussed.
 One idea was that ½ the money raised from ticket sales could be put toward repeal of Chapter 135.
Another idea discussed was putting $1000.00 into a CD for 6 months and using interest money for Chapter 135
Another idea tossed about was to put the heritage foundation and the women on target monies into a cd and use the interest earned to go toward the fight of Chapter 135.
       
10.   Good of the Order:
         On New Years Day a husband and wife from the Vineyard perished in a shell fishing boat when it capsized.
          Hampden County has not sent in dues yet. Treasurer is having some health issues at this time.
       
11.  Adjournment: 
     Was at 11:45 AM

12. Next Meeting:
   February 8th 9:00 AM via ZOOM


