Massachusetts Sportsmen’s Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 462
Rockland, MA 02370-0462

Meeting for February 08, 2026, at 9:00 am held via ZOOM, 
by President Peter Bernard 

Minutes are posted on the MSC website.

1.Roll Call – 6 organizations present- 7 Delegates in attendance

2.Guest: None

3.President’s Comments
At the Marlboro show the pin sales were higher than the raffle ticket sales.
There were more painted pins sold than pewter pins at the Marlboro show.
MCA had a compromised spot at the show. They were behind a support column.
Worcester County also didn’t have a very visible spot at the show. They were in a corner space.
In September Peter will be in Canada on a 4-day bear hunt trip.  Council meeting date in September is to be determined.
The Public listening sessions to gather public feedback on Sunday Hunting, Hunting with crossbows, and minimum discharge setback distances, that Mass Wildlife has been holding seems to be having positive feedback.  

4.Acceptance of previous minutes: 
Minutes of January 4, 2026, meeting were approved as written

5. Reading of Treasurers Report
John Kellstrand read the treasurer’s report, and it was accepted as read.
Received dues from Bristol County, Mass Beach Buggy Association and Franklin County Dues are in the mail.
Some donations were received at the Marlboro Show.
Raffle Sales at Marlboro show $285.00 and Pin sales income was $847.00.
John received a call from Citizens Bank saying that there may be fraud in the MMKT account.   There seemed to be $100,000.00 missing from the account.  The bank traced the fraud, and the money has been recovered and put back into the account.   Passwords and security questions have been changed, and it was suggested that the current account should be closed and a new account opened.
Discussions about 3% interest on CDS at Citizens Bank. John will check into that.

6.Communications:
Peter did not have a lot of time to research information for comments.
Fish and Wildlife has begun to have some listening sessions for some of the proposed changes in regulations.  
2/3 seem to be in favor of the changes.
Mass GOP has officially adopted a resolution against Chapter 135.
Kerrie Ann Auclair has left GOAL and has been appointed to the AWA’S ( Armed Women of America ) 
Board of Directors.

7. Committee Reports: 

      a.Legislative:
John reported that the budget looked good for the Department and the Division.
Budget was $44,448,904.00
Commissioner- 2.2 million
Fish and Wildlife-$18.9 million
Natural Heritage-$1.2 million
Hunter Safety-$581 thousand
Land Purchase Fund-$1.5 million
Waterfowl Management-$ 65 million 
Fishing and Boating Access-$1,400,529.00
 Marine Fisheries-$8.9 million
Recreational Fishing-$987 thousand
Saltwater Sport License-$2.3 million
John updated the watchlist and anything dealing with Chapter 135 was put into study.
Peter Durand’s #577 cross bow bill was listed as favorable to ways and means committee.
Most every senate bill went to ways and means.
House bills to ways and means also.
1064 -to reimburse inland fish and game funds sent to ways n means
Most firearm bills and chapter 135 bills were sent to a 1031 hearing.


      b.Hunter Ed:
Peter reported the challenges in finding instructors for hunter ed classes.
Waiting to hear back from hunter ed on two new clubs wishing to host courses
Waiting to hear more about an upcoming muzzle load class being offered by Hunter Ed.
Overall, Hunter Ed seems quiet currently.
Peter has a meeting on Feb 28th at Moe Beach starting at 8:00 am and will get more information on the Muzzle Load Course and other related Hunter Ed topics.


           c.Ware River Watershed
           Dan Clark presented the WRWAC with a written response letter from DCR regarding the 2 requested changes to the existing public access management plan. 1. Opening prison camp road to Whitehall to allow more opportunities for turkey hunting. 2. Open all hunting gates one week before the beginning of September bear hunting season.
DCR’S response was that they are reluctant to make any changes at this time.
DCR also wants to address the safety concerns with the root cellar and the prison cells and will discuss these issues with the Rutland Historical Commission for options to make it safer for public viewing.
Peter will send the WRWAC committee and DCR a letter asking to list Duane Pray as the Alternate delegate to replace Mike Moss who can no longer attend meetings.
    Next Meeting Thursday April 8, 2026, 700 pm Rutland Library
                  
              d.Quabbin Watershed:
              No report currently.
Bob Sagan was not able to attend the January 5 2026 meeting
Laurie expressed interest in attending the meetings when possible to bring information back to the Council.
Peter has reached out to Bill Pula for information and is waiting for a response.

                  e.Marine Fisheries/Access
                    Marie Fisheries was quiet at this time.
   There will be hearings on February 26th and March 4th via zoom to discuss upcoming commercial and recreational rules.
Atlantic striped bass addendum
Commercial striped bass permitting
Lost/abandoned gear
There was mention that Dan Mckiernan had retired from marine fisheries.  He has not retired he is still the director but was elected chairman of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission in October of 2025.
          
                    f. Forest and Parks:
Nothing much to Report currently.
There were Community events listed for “Fabulous February” events happening for February school vacation.
Focus will be on winter recreation activities such as hiking, skating, and snowshoeing.
DCR hosts 86 free family-oriented programs at 23 different properties February 14th-22nd.
                
         8. Unfinished Business:/old business:
Raffle tickets at the shows will be available in February.
It was brought up for discussion to possibly increase the price of the  tickets for future raffles
a. Bear/Deer Damage update:
b. Donald had brought up that the Council agreed to ask the Division to add a day to the Youth Turkey Hunt.  Add a Friday.
Peter and John to send a letter to Fish and Wildlife asking to add a day.
                     Peter will talk to the turkey people first and if in favor then he will talk to 
                   Fish and Wildlife.
c. Raffle 2026:
d. Barnstable co league commitment received

e. Shows 2026: 
NE Fishing Expo: Marlboro-1/30, 1/31, 2/1
Big E West Springfield- 2/20, 2/21, 2/22
Mark will be able to help at Saturday show in Springfield
Duane and Laurie Saturday and Sunday @Springfield also
Standish, East Bridgewater 3/21, 3/22
f. Banquet:
g. Peter has not heard back yet about having a banquet at the Lafayette Club
h. Peter is getting Prices for meal types of family style, buffet or plated.
i. Asking about availability as well. 
Peters club holds their banquet there

9. New business: 
Donation to CRC (Civil Rights Coalition) was discussed. It was decided to donate $2,500.00
Motion was made by Mike Veloza, 2nd by Peter Bernard. Vote was unanimous.
       
10.   Good of the Order:
        Jason Zimmer’s father passed Mark to get information to Peter so a card can be sent.
        Game dinner Peter’s club next weekend, February 14th 2026
       Regional manager of NRA let go.   No reason given.
      April 19th Upland Sportsmen’s Club will have their banquet. 
     Barnstable County League- Game Dinner on February 21st
     Barnstable County League meeting will be on February 26th at Falmouth Rod and Gun Club 6:30 PM.
      Speaker will be Tyler Mcallister. He is the Republican running against Bill Keating for the 9th Congressional District.

11.  Adjournment: 
Meeting adjourned at 11:28
     

12. Next Meeting:
   March 1st 9:00 AM via ZOOM


