Massachusetts Sportsmen’s Council, Inc.
P.O. Box 462
Rockland, MA 02370-0462

Meeting for December 7th, 2025 at 9:00 am held via ZOOM, 
by President Peter Bernard 

Minutes are posted on the MSC website.

1.Roll Call – 6 organizations present
2.No Guest
3.President’s Comments: Peter was very busy with his new job and had limited time to prepare any president comments.
Comments for this morning,  waiting to see how the changes to the Division of Fish and Wildlife will affect sportsmen and clubs.
A new chairman still needs to be appointed the fish and wildlife board.
Tickets were delivered to MCA and John Green won a prize. 
4.Acceptance of previous minutes: Previous minutes from the November 2025 meeting were accepted with the following Changes: Under forest and parks: The bike path connecting Yarmouth to Hyannis is NOT on hold.
Under good and order: The Women on Target Event was held on October 26th at Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club.
Under Raffle June 2026: Peter is donating a gun as well as Bristol County to the MSC raffle in June. Also Franklin County will be donating a $200 gift card from Bass Pro. Ashland over paid their dues and said to donate it to the raffle.
5. Reading of Treasurers Report: John Kellstrand read the treasurers report for November and December and were accepted as read. Bills for the organizations were sent out.
6.Communications:MCA studies show that people are starting to “zone-out” after question #3 on the ballot. They are up to 12 questions. Time frame to approve questions was extended.
The Dept of Justice is opening an office to listen to questions.
John will pick up the guns for the for the raffle
Peter is working on getting the raffle tickets.   We have a good collection of prizes so far. Up to 11 to 12.
Peter is sending a letter to Bill Pula to see if Quabbin Watershed minutes can be e-mailed to MSC since our delegate Bob Sagan cannot make it to the meetings.
7. Committee Reports:
      a.Legislative: Peter, Mike and Don attended the zoom MCA meeting.  Not much new info in Legislation.
                              Clubs and sportsmen need to keep finding ways to try to repeal Chapter 135
                              Pay attention to who is appointed to Fish and Wildlife Board. 
                             A  Bill that may be on the ballot would be to eliminate stipends for chairpersons on the Board.                                        
      b.Hunter Ed: still looking for course leaders. Easton Rod and Gun looking to have a course.
                              South Seekonk Looking to host a course. Sent out request to Fish and Wildlife no response yet.
                               Sue has not been replaced yet, Todd Olanik still temp manager.
                                Winter deer hunt on Martha’s Vineyard
                                 Share The Harvest Program now has 18 processors and 25 distributors.
                                 Fisheries and Wildlife Board Meeting on December 10th.

           c.Ware River Watershed:  A meeting was held on November 20th. Approval of September minutes.
                Discussion of house bill 1048 “Reserve Lands” on DWSP properties.  Additional access requests as part                     
                 Of the biennial review process. Member issues and any new business was discussed. The draft minutes 
                  Will be posted on the MSC website.
                    Peter will work on sending a letter to the Ware River Watershed committee chair Jeffrey Schaaf
                   To have Duane Pray be listed as the alternate delegate
              d.Quabbin Watershed: Peter will send out a letter to Bill Pula to see if they can send the minutes 
               to MSC since Bob Sagan will not be able to attend meetings.

                  e.Marine Fisheries/Access: Striped Bass season for July and August

                    f. Forest and Parks: Nothing to report at this time.

         8. Unfinished Business:
               a. Bear/Deer Damage update: send letter to the Division advising to add the Friday for the youth Turkey
                    hunt.  25 bears were checked in at Goulds Sugar House, and 125 deer were checked in as well.

                b.  Raffle 2026: Barnstable County’s commitment received. Peter is working on getting the tickets printed. They
                      will be yellow tickets and will be glued not stapled  
                 c.  Shows 2026: 
                         NE Fishing Expo, Marlboro -1/30 (12pm-7pm), 1/31 (10am-6pm), 2/1 (10am-5pm)
                          Standish, East Bridgewater-3/21( 9am-5pm),  3/22(9am-3pm)
                         Big E, Springfield -2/20(12pm-8pm), 2/21(9am-7pm), 2/22(10am-5pm)
                       Possible Items to have on hand at the shows : locks for guns, range flags,
                        
9. New Business: Are we interested in having a banquet? Ideas were given and Peter will check out a 
     few possibilities.  One suggestion was the Lafayette Club. Peter will check this out to see what dates are available
10. Good of the Order: nothing to report at this time

11. Old Business: it was discussed if we should raise the reward for poaching from $500 to $700?
       Discussion to keep it at $500 for now and possibly get some signs to EPO’S and clubs advertising that MSC has
        a reward available.
        Shows are coming up fast.
        John to order the tables and get hotel reservations for the shows
12.Adjournment: meeting was adjourned at 11:57 am

13,Next Meeting:  January 04 2026 9:00am via Zoom




